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A historian whose chronicle of Ameri

{irst infelligence

: st
- orgenization has just been published thinks {he Vietnam con- -

{lict has distorted the role of intelligence jn the war and cast

. /the Cenlral Intelligence Agedey in a false role.

/ ~“Phe historian, R. Marris Smith, is on the facully at UC
"Berkeley, and he worked for o time in the CIA during the John-
son administeation. 1Iis book, “08S: The -Secret Mistory of
Armcrica’s First Central Intelligence Agency,” has just been re-
leased, . ' ’
In an interview, $mith %aid the CIA has borne the brunt of
1{he blame for-the agony of American involvement in Indaching
and has heen cast as the bopeyran in the Vietnamese intrigue.
] {hink there are surely things wrong with the Cla, but

most of the blame for what's gone wrong in Vietnam falls to .

CIA counseled against the Cambodian invasionw ordered Dby
President Nixon {wo vears ago, and warned repeatedly that
bombing Noxth Vietnam would he largely ineffcctive.

‘\/the' White 1louse,” said Smith. The author also said thal the

The jnfelligence agency, sald Smith, even informed the

While House that ne American prisoners were present in the
camp at Son Tay, North Vietnam, before an ahortive American
yaid on the camp resulted in the cmbarrassment of failing to
free any U.S. caplives despite serious risk to {he raiding
-forees.” - - .

«T think {hat for the last three years we've scen @ lot of
CIA inlelligence fhat has been disregarded hy the While

House,” Smith charged. The 28-year-old author Jeft the C14 “as

* did many people.like me,” because of disaffection with the ear-
- Jy phases of the massive Johnson cscalation of the Vietnam
war. . ’ :
“Seeing your advice disregarded is just one of the frustra-
tions of infelligence work,” Smith said.
In researching his tale of the organization of the Offize of
" Sirategic Services (08$) during World War 11, Smith said Le
*uncovered documents jn the Stanford University library which
still bore the *‘top secrel’’ stamp. For that ycason, the author
_ said, his reservations about the federal government’s ‘classifi-
catjon system have been intensified. )

“My fecling is that 1 wrote a hook based on still-classified 1 -

documents, even if they were 30 years old,” Smith said. “The
fact is that we have oo much classification.”
Smith said he has offered to {estify for the defense in the

cspionage trial of Daniel Ellsherg, who supplied copies of the

“Pentagon Papers” {o the New York Times. ,

“T knew people at the CIA who thought he (Ilsherg) was
da great defense analyst,” said Smith.

“Ieaking information is such a common practice,” the au-
thor went on. “If yowre high enough, you can do it wilh im-
" punity. Jf yowre low enough—like Lllsherg—you had belter
Jook oul. . i

“There are things that should be kept secret. But from

‘

_agent would seeimn, 1o say the Jeast, conspicucus. The plan was

“ever made of it
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what ’ve gcen of the Pentagon papers, there’s nothing in them
to worry ahout.” o . ,

Smith’s hook, which was turned down by four publishers
befote heing accepted by the University of California Yress,
fells the story of the somctimes serious hul often comical el
forts of Gen, William “Wild BIY'* Donovan {o organize the OS5,

One anecdote in the work details the waste which occinyed
carly in the 0SS program because {he agency was not required
{o account for much of {ts budget of several hundred mitlion
dollars. . - : o

One such incidert, the book recalls, involved Donovan’s ef-
forts to place an agent or ax isolated island to which there was
no steamship oy airplane service. In the end, a freighter was
bought for “several million dolars,” but Don van’s operalives
subsequently realized that sending a whole ship io land one

scrapped, hul the 0SS lost track of the ship and no use Was |
. . I
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